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TO HONOR A HERO.
LT. COLONEL MAIT URBAN

iHedal of Honor winner Matt Urban
TOMS RIVER, N.J. - The issuance of a commemorative
stamp recognizing Lt. Colonel Matt Urban is under review
by the Citizen's Stamp Advisory Committee of the United
States Postal Service.
A letter was sent to President Clinton from the Polish
American Club of Toms River, New Jersey recommending
the issuance of a commemorative stamp recognizing Lt.
Colonel Matt Urban for his military exploits. The subject
letter was forwarded to the United States Postal Service.
Each year the Postal Service receives thousands of suggestions for new postage stamps. The number of stamps
issued is limited; therefore the Citizen's Stamp Advisory
Committee reviews all suggestions and recommends new
stamps on national interest, historical perspective, and
other criteria.
In order to provide lead time- for planning, design, production, and distribution, the Committee decides on new
stamps far in advance of the issue date. The stamp programs for 1997 and 1998 have been completed. Stamps
for 1999 and subsequent years are now being considered.
No public announcement of individual new stamps is
made until the entire stamp program for that year has
been approved which is normally the early fall preceding
the year of issuance.
To date the Committee has not announced a stamp on
this particular subject. If it is approved for issuance, the
announcement will be made publicly in keeping with the
Committee's standard practIce. The support for this subject was forwarded to the Committee for inclusion in the
file on this proposal.
It is further requested that Polonia continue getting
signatures in order to add more momentum to the Col.
Urban commemorative stamp movement. Every signature is a brick in the tower of recognition' for our coun·
try's most highly decorated World War II soldier.
For information about circulating a petition or calling
the congressional representatives call John Merten at
(908) 286-2306 or mail to Polish American Club of Toms
River, N.J., 111 San Carlos Street, Toms River, N.J. 08757.

Remember the Reunion Dates May 22-25
Louisville Kentucky
Traveling to Louisville
1-65 Traveling South•. '. Take the St. Louis 1-64 exit after
crossing the Ohio River. Take 3rd Street exit to Main
Street. Tum right on Main Street. Tum right on 4th.
1-65 Traveling North... Take the St. Louis 1-64 exit. Take
3rd Street exit to Main Street. Tum right on Main Street.
Tum right on 4th.
1-64 Traveling West. . . Take the St. Louis exit - 3rd
Street exit. Take 3rd Street exit to Main Street. Turn
right on Main Street. Tum right on 4th.
1-64 Traveling East... Take the 9th Street exit to Market
Street. Tum left on Market Street. Go to 4th Street, tum
left. Continue on 4th Street to hotel entrance.
1-71 From Cincinnati... Take the St. Louis - Downtown
exit to the 3rd Street exit. Continue on 3rd Street to
Main Street. Turn right on Main Street. Tum right on
4th.

LADIES CORNER

KENTUCKY

This is going to be a meatand-potatoes column, facts,
1997 LOUISVILLE
not fancy prose. Dan Quinn
has a tight schedule this
month, so I had to write fast THE GALT HOUSE HOTEL INVITES THE 9TH INFANTRY
and BE ON TIME with the
DMSION ASSOCIATION, MAY 22-25
words! Right? As the Editor
In 1835, a 60-room hotel was opened as The Galt House
wrote, our numbers are
Hotel
and was noted for its standard of excellence in food
dwindling - since my last
column, we have lost three and lodging.
Some of its earliest guests were Jefferson Davis,
more of Joe's Company B of
Charles
Dickens, Presidents Lincoln, Grant, Hayes and
47th Regiment men. Leland
Merriam of Illinois was the Buchanan. In March of 1864, General Grant and Sherman
first in August, after a long planned their strategy which led to the capture of Atlanta
illness, John Compagnone in' while staying at The Galt House Hotel.
In 1865, the hotel was destroyed by fire.
December (via a long note
The
second Galt House opened in 1869 at First and
fr;om his daughter), Gree
Krogbin the lovely wife of Main. It quickly became well-known for its crystal chanCompany B's 1st Sergeant, deliers and elegant appointments and was the center of
also via a note from her Louisville's social scene. This grand hotel was considered
daughter, Gail, and then last the finest in the South and entertained Presidents
week Dan Quinn called us of Roosevelt, Arthur, Fillmore, and Taft; Actresses Lillian
the death of Art Stenzel in Russell and Sarah Bernhardt.
By the end of the first World War, The Galt House was
Florida, after a long illness.
considered
past its heyday and was razed in 1921, leaving
Outside of the 47th Company B, last month's Octofoil only the memories of its former glory for the next 50
told us of the passing of years.
In 1972, the new Galt House was built, becoming
Marty Krasovetz, husband of
our long-time Secretary- Kentucky's largest hotel and proudly continued the grand
Treasurer, Lily Krasovetz, tradition of its name.
In a world of endless choice and infinite opportunity,
and then Jean Miller wrote
The
Galt House Hotel occupies a special place in the
me of the death in January
memories
of those who experience its warmth, hospitaliof Herb Brasington, Company F of the 60th Regiment, ty and legendary attention to detail. But The Galt House .
and husband of Mary offers even more. Stand on the balcony in a Riverview
Brasington,
a
former Parlor Suite and gaze on the broad sweep of history as it
flows endlessly past your eyes. This is the Ohio River and
Auxiliary President. They
a Galt House Hotel has catered to travelers on and off the
were all good and brave solriver for over a century. Time enough to learn how best
diers and will be missed.
to meet every need.
Gree had been a member of
the Auxiliary long ago and,
Room Registrations Coming In Fairly Well was a good soldier's wife.
But noted is the fact that quite a few of the "reunion
So get your reservation in
regulars" are not yet registered. Hopefully the reason for
right now for our May
this is only procrastination, if so please get on the ball
Reunion, while you are able!
you
guys (and gals) as we don't want you to miss a great
Why, we even have our
reunion if only for, "One More Time."
plane tickets already. Any
My fellow Engineers are much slower than other units
suggestions
for
our
in making their reservations so far, only eleven (11)! as of
Veterans' donations? If so,
February 3. Now I know we have more coming but listen
please send them to Mary
fellows,
we really need to have a better picture of how
McLaughlin, Jean Miller or
many will be attending in order to plan space needed for
Carol Saunders. I still have
functions etc. and that goes for the whole Ninth Division
my two favorites: The
FAMILY,
NOT JUST THE ENGINEERS.
Patient Computer Lab at the
Bronx VA Medical Center
Don't wait till the lost day
and The Women's Memoriai
in Arlington, Virginia. You all
take care now, keep in touch
to Purchase Strip Tickets
and see you in Louisville in
Because
time is getting short (only one more issue 01
May?
the
OCTOFOIL
after this one) we had to settle for a price
Art Stenzel an old timer
of
$70.00
for
strip
tickets bought in advance ($75.00 at
from Company B 47th will be
the
door).
re-buried on March 28, 1997
Again I say, WE NEED YOUR HELP! Order you STRIP
in the National Cemetery,
TICKETS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND IF YOU MUST
Beverly, NJ. Art passed away
CANCEL YOUR MONEY WILL BE REFUNDED. The soonin Florida and his old pal Joe
er we have your order the easier it will be to have your
Taubner is trying to arrange
name badge etc. ready and waiting for you when you
through the VFW Post, a
arrive.
Even reunion committee workers are not as younL
burial ceremony. At this
as we used to be and sometimes move a bit slower. Fill
writing a time had not been
out the STRIP TICKET ORDER FORM COMPLETELY or
set. For those interested in
you
may have to make up your own badges.
attending the funeral either
phone Joe Taubner or Dan
STRIP TICKET ORDER FORM
Quinn for further information.
Last Name
First
2nd person, spouse etc.
Ellie Taubner
85 Smith Avenue
Nick name(s) if any
Bergenfield, NJ 07621
Co B 47th
201-385-5280
City
Address
State
Zip
9th Unit

1997 Reunion
For air travel, we have been promised the best available rates to and from Louisville from a prominellt travel agency, simply call toll free 1-800494-3279, identify
yourself as a Ninth Infantry Division reunion customer.
Florida members living in the (813) area will have to
call 988-5229 (a Temple Terrace number).

Jan-Feb 1997

9th Inf Div Assn
ThurMay 22
Fri May 23
Sat May 24
Sun May 25 Break Camp
Galt House
Louisville, Kentucky

Make and mail check or money order ($70.00 per ticket)
to:
9th Infantry Division Assn. Reunion
9811 N. Connechusett Rd.
Tampa, FL 33617-4517
It you have any ques!ions you can call (81J) 985-5444.

Deadline for next issue April 20th
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Octofoil Associated Editors
WaIter O'Keefe and Daniel Quinn

Tip of the Hat
Remembering the MemoriaJ
Fund and their buddies who
have answered their last roll
call we thank the following
members and friends:
Walter Labaj

Board of Governors
1997
Nicholas D'Agostine
Cherry Hill, NJ
Michael Belmonte
Oak Park, IL
James P. Driscoll
Holiday, FL
Herb Olsen
Marson Mills, MA
1998
Ed Hopkins
Metchuen, NJ
Ken Meyer
Belton, TX
Phil Bermani
Daytona, FL
Owen Salle
Decatur,IL
AIZenka
Bellrose, NY
Floyd Hennessey
Lambertville, MI

National Officers
President
Al Perna
2642 S. Juniper St.
Philadelphia, Pa.19148
Vincent Guglielmino, 1st V.P.
114 Charles Street
Floral Park, NY 11001

Pat DeColli, 2nd V.P.
1017 Jackson St.
Philadelphia, PA 18148
Ronald Murphy, 3rd V.P.
44 Strawberry Lane
Scituate, MA 02066
Dave Heller
Judge Advocate
618 Sumac Rd
Highland Pk. II 60035

Frank Pacific - In memory of
"Slick" Wilson, "Whitey"
White ledge
and
John
Eisenhauer 60th Inf.
John Miller - In memory of
Robert Kriz C. 0. Co. F 60th
Inf. and Ted Preston Co. F 60
Inf.
Charles DuLing - In memory
of 1. W Engel, Norris Olender
and Francise Ferrise, 60th Inf.
Richard Robbins
Mrs. Pat Morano - In memory of John Campagnone and
Stanley Adowski, B Co., 47th
Inf.
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'on Assoc'lation
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In fantry
I S I . News items, feature stones,
. d Ephohs and art material from members will be appreciate. very
t
e7~;~Pwill be made to return photographs and art work in good condi-

Siegfried Reinheimer 60th Inf.
Ernest Micka - In memory of
Phil Emmons, 15 Engs.

tiO~~

extract from the certificate of incorporation of the 9th In:;ntr y
Division Association read: "This Association is formed by the 0 Icer~
and men of the 9th Infantry Division in order to pe~petuate the 7~~
or of our fallen comrades, to preserve the espnt de corps 0 . e
Di~ision, to assist in promoting an everlasting world peac: exclusI.vely by means of educational activities and to se.r,:e. as an mformatlOn
bureau to former members of the 9th Infantry DIVISIOr h
th to
Copy must be received on or before the 15th 0 eac mon

Arthur Clark - In memory of
Tony Carmeci and George
Cappobianco, 39th Inf.
Louis Sieben - In memory of
all 47th Medics who are no
longer with us.

guarantee publication of th~ 20th · ' C't NJ 07087 and additional
Second-Class Postage paid at Uman I y, ..
,
off!ces.
po,-:-r ~o., •._
Send apdres~ changes to 412 Gregory Aven-'r::

Herbert Stern - In memory of
Phil Emmons, 15th Engs.

.•wken, N.J. 07\)87.

Nov-Dec 1996

Volume XLXXI Number 5
PUlblic~tion

Thomas Marron

*402820

Walter Ricker - In memory
of Bob McGoldrick, Hdqs.
Btry. 84th FA.

NINTI-I'INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATIelN
MEMBERSHIP APPUCATION
Dan Quinn, National Secretary, 9th Infantry Division Assn. 412
Gregory Ave., Weehawken, New Jersey 07087
Enclosed please find dues for:
~

Name

Serial No

.

Street Address

.

Company

Regiment

9th Div

Regular Member per year

$10.000

Sustaining Member

O
$25.000
$75.000
$31000
50-each

o
o
o
o

0
0
0
0

Greater New York
Washington, D.C.
Michigan
New Jersey
Q California Chapter

Q

Ladies Auxiliary
Ninth Infantry Division Association
Membership Application

Carol Saunders, Tk~asurer, Ladies Auxiliary
P.O. Box 1584, Greenfield, Tn 37744
Enclosed please find dues for:
Name

_

Street Address
City

State

_

Zip

_

My spouse (Brother or relative)

One year
Credit Chapter·

ARRIVAL DATE,
TIME:,

_
DAM DPM

- - - - - - - - - - -DEPARTURE DATE:,
NAME
ADDRESS

PHONE

CITY/STATE/ZIP

REPRESENTING

_

CITY/STATE

NAME(S) OF ROOM OCCUPANTS
HANDICAP FACILITIES NEEDED: YES 0
NO 0
CHECK ENCLOSED FOR DEPOSIT: 0 AMOUNT $

_

MAXIMUM 4 PEOPLE PER ROOM. ROllAWAYS NOT AVAILABLE.
NO PETS PLEASE!
CREDIT CARD FOR DEPOSIT: OAmEx DM/C
DVISA
DDC/CB
CARDHOLDER'S NAME:
NO '

_
EXP.:,

_

.., - - - - - - - - - - -

SIGNATURE:
---:7::-~
ROOM DESCRIPTION (please indicate choice of accommodation)
2 DBL BEDS: # of Persons: 0 1
0 2
0 3
0 4
KING BED: # of Persons:

$67

$67

0 1

0 2

$67

$77

$87

$67

RIVER SUITES: (parlor/l BR/2 BEDS) $200

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS: April 21, 1997
Rates are subject to state and local taxes.
C(I])Illm.IP>ll<eU<e lllllllfuDrtml!l{tfi(l])mJ. AiIool>\'f<e:
IR<ellmllrlm With DEPOSIT

Send reservations to:
The Galt House
140 N 4th Street
Louisville, Ky 40202-9210
TO PHONE IN RESERVATIONS, CALL:
1-800-843-4258 (outside Kentucky)
1·800-633-1561 (inside Kentucky)
FOR RESERVATIONS OR CANCELLATIONS CALL:
(502) 589-5200

CHECK IN TIME: 3:00 P.M.THECK OUT TIME: 12:00 NOON .
To guarantee your reservation we require one night's deposit
(using either an ENCLOSED CHECK, a MONEY ORDER or a
MAJOR CREDIT CARD with expiration date and signature.

"DEPOSIT WILL BE CHARGED TO YOUR CREDIT CARD AT
THE TIME THE RESERVATION IS CONFIRMED.
We regret that we cannot hold reservations after 6:00 p.m. on
the date of arrival without guaranteeing the reservation with
one of the above methods. Deposits will be refunded only if cancellation notification is received at least 48 hours prior to
arrival.
.
We will make every effort to honor requests for specific types
and locations of rooms; however, on occasion, we cannot meet
such requests and reserve the right to provide alternate accommodations.

John Bonkowski - In memory of Matt Urban, 60th Inf.
Charles Fox, M Co. 60th Inf. Reservations requested after DATE SHOWN ABOVE or after
Ted Preston, F Co. 60th Inf, the room block has been filled are subject to availability and
may not be available at the convention rate.
Bill Andrews, Can Co. 39th.

.

Donation Memorial Scholarship Fund
THREE-YEAR MEMBER
Life Membership
Ladies Auxiliary Member
Decals
Please credit the following chapter:

Served withl

Everett Tapp - In memory of
Martin Krasovetz, 39th Inf.
and John Jagling, 9th Q.M.

.

I wish to sign up for the following:

Philly-Delaware Valley
Illinois
New Englanfl
Florida
Texas C r South West

Clifford Painter - In memory
of Herbert Brasington, F Co.
60th Inf.

Mary Brasington - In memory of husband, Herb, F Co.
60th Inf.
.

I was a member of:
Battery

DMSION ASSOCIATION
MAY 22- 24,1997

Hany C. Kish, Jr.

Charles liBretto
Paramus, NJ
'homas Hatton
Saginaw, MI
William Shea
Scarboro, ME

Daniel Quinn, Secretary
412 Gregory Avenue
Weehawken, NJ 07087

RFSERVATION FORM- FOR RESERVATIONS OR
CANCELLATIONS CALL (502) 589-5200
THE GALT HOUSE
WELCOMES
NINTH INFANTRY

John Karoffa

1999
Al Perna
Philadelphia, PA

Thomas Boyle, Treasurer
39 Hall Avenue
Somerville, MA 02144

ROOM RESERVATIONS

_
...$3..00
_

Grateful

WANDA PRESTON
P.O. Box 302
Walworth, Wi 53184
Dear Dan,
I wish to thank all the
members of the Ninth for
their cards, letters, spiritual
bouquets and donations to
the memorial fund in Ted's
name - It was a great comfort to my family and me to
know that so many of his
buddies remembered him so
kindly.
Dan, the enclosed article
appeared in the weekly
newspaper of the Polish
National Alliance of which
I've been a member since
childhood. I don't know who
Mr. Nesten is but I am today
writing to him and giving
him your name and the
address of the Octofoil. I
leave it to your discretion as
to whether you want to pursue this worthy matter.
Regards to all the 9th men
and women.

ATTENTION GOLFERS
Thursday morning, May 22, 1997, the 9th Division
golfers will tee off at the Hidden Creek Golf Course. It is
located across the Ohio River in Indiana, some ten miles
from the hotel. Hidden Creek is well named.
The fee of $35.00 per golfer will include golf, cart and
prizes. Thursday was selected for two reasons: I. Rates
were less expensive. 2. Starting tee times more readily
available. Al Perna and I played the back nine holes. The
course is only five years old and we found it to be very
sporty. When you play it, you will understand why the
name "Hidden Creek."
.
I would like a post card or a short note from those who
are going to play. I need a rough estimate to reserve starting tee times.
"
Mike Belmonte
1161 S. Lombard Ave.
Oak Park, II 60304
708-386-7865

\ . '/ 1/ /
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Taps Sounded

OPTIONAL FORT KNOX AND LOUISVILLE TOURS
One of the most popular attractions in the Louisville
area is the Patton Museum at Fort Knox with Churchill
Downs a close second.
The Armor Memorial Park at Fort Knox, Kentucky is
located behind the Patton Museum of Armor and Cavalry
and is dedicated to the soldiers who fought with Armor in
wars in the twentieth century. It commemorates organizations from the U.S. Army that are recognized in the official Army Order of Battle and served in a combat theater.
Organizations may be of any branch of service since
Armor is the combined arms team. Mounted soldiers of
all arms and service are "Armor." Separate recognition is
provided for all units of battalion level or larger.
Independent squadrons, companies and detachments will
also be recognized. Separate recognition will not routinely be provided to organic units below battalion level.
Because there's a shortage of conventional modern
tour busses in our reunion time frame we have arranged
to hire school busses which have no toilet facilities and
are not as comfortable as a Greyhound but much less
costly. The catch is that we charter the busses when they
are between school trips, thus the timing of the tours
offered.
Fort Knox/Patton Museum
Travel time each way is about forty-five minutes which
should be no problem for most, if interested fill out form
below, enclose ten dollars ($10.00) per person and mail
to:
Henry Santos
9811 N. Connechusett Rd.
Tampa, FL 33617-4517
Reserve

seats for me

Call out or names
as the years go byRemember usand we will never die
With deep remorse we announce the passing' of these
friends and comrades.
May they rf'St in peace.
To their loved ones' we ex(pod .ur deepest s)·mpathy.

Claude A. Wagner
47th Inr. Hdqs.
Duncan Murphy
M Co. 47th Inr. #
Robert Pettee
Hq. 3 & L Co. 47th
Herbert Brasington
F Co. 60th Inr.
James Curran
47th Inr. L Co.
Anthony Jaskolski
I Co. 60th Inr.
Adam Drust #
F Co. 60th Inr.
Gus Santangelo #
A-15th Engrs.

_
(NAME)

for Wednesday, May 21, 1997, or Thursday, May 22, or
Saturday, May 24th 1 P.M. to 5 P.M. Sunday, May 25 (circle one) for the Fort Knox tour 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 P.M. I
enclose $
. (refundable if I must cancel).

Stephen Yovich
84th F.A.
Art Stenzel
Co. B 47th Inr.
Dave Gelman
M.P'S
Alex W. Hubbard
Co. C 60th Inr.
George J. Michalec
Hq. 2nd Bn 47th Inr.,
Grecian Krogbin
Widow of Larry - Co. B 47th

60th Infantry F. Co.
MARY E. BRASINGTON
9316 Laundell Rd.
Richmond, Va. 23229
My beloved husband,
Herb Brasington passed
away Jan. 11 after a long
bout with cancer.
He was very proud to
belong to the Ninth Division
and getting to know so many
great men. The highlight of
each year was attending the
Assoc. convention; and
renewing old friendships.
Herb was buried with full
military honors on a bright
crisp sunny day. The sound
of taps reminds us how sorely we miss him. Am enclosing a check to the Memorial
Fund.

Herb Stem supplies us with pictures taken at Greater
Texas Chapter Picnic held at Sam Bums Ranch 3 years
ago. Left· to right: Herb Stern, Sam Burns and Phil
Emmons who passed away recently. Red Phillips mistakenly Id' d Herb Clark as Herb Stern in his letter
regarding the search for info on General Eddy.

The Mezuza;
Continued from last issue
1 was skeptical of the first two, but knew little of the
last one. It said the "H" was the Hebrew letter shin for
God. The tube had a plastic link on it so it could be put
on the dog-tag chain. I decided to put one on my dog-tag
chain. That was on or about September 27, 1944. It
remained on my dog-tag chain until February 1~, 1945,
when I noticed it was missing. The plastic link had worn
through. But thereby hangs a tale.
We had moved into the Huertgen Forest just to the east
of the town of Schmidt. We replaced the 82nd Airborne,
which was to be dropped across the Rhine in March 1945
(it never was - our unit crossed at the Remagen Bridge
on 3/7/45, making the drop unnecessary).
I had a secure fox hole to sleep in. Our oUicer,
Lieutenant Ingram, had ordered a hot breakfast to raise
troop morale. He and I clashed. I was a medic, and was
under the command of the Battalion surgeon. I could
speak frankly to him. I said, "Lieutenant, in front of us is
the Roer River. Across it is a 200-foot cliff with Germans
on top. They are going to shell us when they see a chow
line. Please don't serve breakfast or we'll take casualties."
Ingram said, "Don't be silly, doc. Besides, I'm in command
here." I replied, ''I'll eat 'C rations' in my fox hole." That
was what I did. I also had just awakened from a dream, in
which I subliminally sensed the danger. In the dream I
was shot. I had dreamt many times of fighting in combat
and surviving there, but this was the first time that I
dreamt of being wounded. I considered this an omen,
along with the loss of my good luck piece, my Mezuza.

Within five minutes of the formation of the chow line
we could hear German mortars firing from the top or
behind the cliff. A barrage of shells landed on our chow
line. Calls for "Medic!" brought me out of my hole. As I
ran to the wounded I sensed another barrage coming in. I
"hit the dirt." Shells hit over my head in the trees and
exploded around and over me. As I went to get up I realized I was hit, though I had not felt anything hit me. It was
too rapid to feel hit. We lost about eight of our 28-man
platoon. The wounded man I was running to help had to
help carry me back. He had a minor leg wound. Steve
Miltitch, my platoon sergeant, was with me in the ambulance. He had also been wounded for a second time.
So began a new adventure of life for a year in the hospitals of the United States Army!* In some ways I believe
the Mezuza continued to protect me. My injuries were
extremely messy. I learned at the hospital that the shrapnel which hit me consisted of 55 pie~es. They were scat,
tered through my body from my knees to my neck. It took
a series of operations to get me back into good order.
amazingly, today I show no signs of serious injuries.
President Harry Truman sent me a letter of gratitude for
my valorous efforts on the front, and explained that he
hoped I would continue these in civilian life to help rehabilitate the country. I have been able to do that to a large
extent, along with a very successful marriage to a highly
intelligent wife.
Do I still have feeling about the Mezuza? Yes I do. In my
office where I work I have three Mezuza's - one on the
entrance to the outside, and two on the entrance as you
go into my house. Do I think they make a difference? Hey,
you never know!
Co. K 47th Inf
GEORGE NICKLIN
6 Butler Place
Garden City, N.Y. 11530-460:·
ILUNOIS CHAPTER NEWSLETTER

We're all surviving a typical Midwest Winter. The snow
and cold comes and goes. We did manage to go to lunch
last. week with the Andersons, Hellers and Roger and
Dons Elmer. We caught the EImers between trips to
Florida. They were leaving the week after we met. The
A Co. 15 Engrs.
Grays, Hennemuths and Clousers are basking in the
JERRY FASANO
Florida Sunshine. Don't hear too much from the
1879 Ringing Rocks Rd.
Wisconsin front but to know that Wanda Preston is doing
Upper Black Eddy, Pa. 18972
as well as can be expected.
A sad note to report that
One of the topics at our luncheon was the annual mini
Gus Santangelo, a former A
reunion in Madison. We cancelled the May date and the
Co. Engr. passed away on
new one will be August 5 and 6, 1997. The room rate will
Jan. 5, 1997.
be $55.00 plus tax and unless things have changed we will '
Gus along with quite a
be entitled to a free continental breakfast and free cocknumber of us entered the
tails nightly. Reservations should be made directly to the
service in 1941, before Pearl
Ramada Limited of Madison, 3841 East Washington,
Harbor, had our basic trainMadison, Wisconsin. Phone 1-608-244-2481. Be sure to
ing at Fort Belvoir, Va.
mention
the 9th Division for the special rates.
Before we went to Fort
We have been in touch with Henry Santos about the
Bragg and the 9th Division's
Louisville Reunion and he has things pretty much under
15th Engr. Battalion, the first
control.
We have been receiving responses for the golfing
week in January 1942. He
and should have a good turnout. Looking forward to a
served in all eight camsuccessful reunion.
paigns.
Mike Belmonte
1161 S. Lombard
A WARDS COMMITIEE Th
. '
Oak Park, 11. 60304-2245
. e c h'Ie f 0 f volunteers
has, a "wish list" we can work from. Have her/him send
'each of us his/her request (to save time and postage).
Send to:
1997 Reunion
Larry McLaughlin, Chairman, 82 Gould St., Wakefield,
May 22-25
MA 01880; Adolph Wadalavage, 94-20 96th St., Ozone
Park, NY 11416-1609; Henry Santos, 911 N. Connechusfltt
Rd., Tampa, FL 33617-4517.
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co. K 47th. INFANTRY
FAIl. IN!
I have decided to make the LOUISVILLE REUNION. After
DAN assured me it was in the south, I feel sure there will
be no ice and snow. Now I am not going to see Col.
"Chicken;' ~ANDERS. I am going to see K SOLDIERS, so put
on your A uniform and fall in.
We are visiting friends in Memphis and Knoxville on
the w~y up and. on the way back I think we'll stop in
Nashville to see If DOLLY PARTON is hanging out there. If
there is a tour of bourbon distilleries in Louisville, sign
me up.
We are arriving on the 21st. so I can be fresh and rested
for t~e golf. tournam~,nt on the 22nd. They have a golf
club m Austm named LOST CREEK," with my propensity
for hitting to water, I found all of Lost Creek. I told them
they would have to rename the place. I expect that HIDDEN CREEK will not long hide from my water seeking
balls. I have one salvation, I am hitting shorter and
straighter every day, so unless the creek is right in front
of the tee. I might miss it.
Ya'll come!
EVERY 53 YEARS
When the 9th. Division and I were in the barns at
Frenzerburg Castle, the 47th. sent up CAPTAIN WILLIAM
EWALD to talk the Krauts into surrendering. When he
came through the barns he told me his mission and when
he left he told me how many I was fighting. I had never
seen him before or since until January 27 when he and
part of his family showed up in Baton Rouge and staked
us to a fantastic steak dinner.
I started several years ago trying to locate BILL. I sent
post cards to every William Ewald on my computer disk. I
got a l~t of in~erested Ewalds, but no BILL. A year or so
ago I trIed agam and seemed to hit all the proper Ewalds.
I asked, and he complied with my request to write of his
experiences at the Castle and I appended it to my
Frenzerburg story. It seems the Krauts can lie as well as
the Gl's. Havighorst, the Paratroop commander at the
Castle had .this fanciful tale of castigating Ewald for killing
women, children and old people didn't say a word to him
he talked to the Battalion Commander, Capt. BREGER.
'
He stayed in the army and came out a CHICKEN
COLONEL. He is a fine, down home fellow who doesn't
act like any of the Colonels I have met. He is now the official Beaver hunter for Cadillac, Michigan. The son he had
with him in Baton Rouge, Is a LIGHT COLONEL and on a
fast track to becoming a GIGEDEAR BRENERAL.
. ROLLCAll
As usual, my "K" input is meager, but here is what 1
know, for sure.
JOE KILLACKEY and I correspond and talk on the
phone quite often, so he is the only one I am sure is
amongst the QUICK. He said he would make his reservations as soon as I got off the phone, when I told him we
were going to Louisville.
SCOOP GILLESPIE had a note on his Christmas card
saying they might go to the reunion because they had relatives in the area.
Dr. NICKLIN had another Christmas card with a 150
handsome children lolling in the tropics. All are too good
looking to be related to him.
J.W. ARNOLD wrote to say he is busy with the PURPLE
HEART SOCIETY and other veterans groups and didn't
have much time for the 9th. He must know that in the
Infantry, it is easier to get a PURPLE HEART than a GOOD
CONDUCT MEDAL.
BILL McKINNEY said he is still knocking them a mile
with his BIG BERTHA. He can tell RED PHILIPS why we
don't need no TIGER WOODS in this outfit.
GEORGE BASTEDO is still alive but he has evidently run
out of souvenirs to send.
RED THOMPSON must have fallen under a crap table in
Vegas, I haven't heard from him in a coon's age.
THE MODERN ARMY
The old army was bad enough but aren't you glad
yo.u're not in the n,ew one. You can't cuss, you can't
dnnk, and you can t harass the opposite (are queers
opposite?) sex. beside you have to run all the time and
everywhere. .
The new army has some magnificent arms and equipment and they have just about eliminated the need to
walk to work - those who don't fly, drive.
With satellite positioning you know exactly where you
are and with the unmanned model planes, you know
exactly where the enemy is, what he looks like and what
h~ is .carryin? You can see at night and your g;enade MG
wIll fIre a mIle. The rifle company has its own artillery
~ith TOW missi.les and goosed up Bazookas. It also has
Its own armor With the Bradley personnel carrier.
. The greatest comfort tool is the new MEAT WAGON it"
IS an air conditioned, shock absorbed motor home. My
guess i~ that if it is ever needed to transport the wounded
the~ wIll have to pull the battalion headquarters out first.
With all of this and more, I am not sure they can fight
an~ bette! than we could. It seems that every pidding
polIce actIOn they participate in, they loose an inordinate
num~er of men (pardon me, soldiers). The air force has
not Improved one whit, they are still killing only about
20% of their own army.
Co. K- 47th Inf
Chester H. Jordan
1058 West Lakeview Dr.
Baton Rouge, LA 70810-4641

Sig. Com. 9th
RAY CONNOLLY
11 Dunstable Road
Southampton, NJ 08088
SIGNAL COMPANY'S
9TH ANNUAL
REUNION
The 9th Signal Company's
Annual Reunion took place
at the New Tower Inn, in
Omaha,
Nebraska
on
September 19th, 20th and
21st. The hosts were Eilene
and Leo Eisenstatt. The
number of Signalmen who
attended was 19, plus their
wives. Thursday was the
usually busy day with arriving, getting set, etc. The
troops visited that afternoon
and that evening went to
"Garrett's Steak House" for
dinner.
Come
Friday
Morning, with not too much
on the Schedule, some of us
went to "Harvey's Casino"
on the Missouri River. At
noon on Friday the Ladies
went to Lunch with Mrs.
Eisenstatt at their Country
Club. Since the Ladies were
absent, the War was
refought by the men, and
guess what ? .. We won
again. That Evening we all
went to the Eisenstatt's
Home for cocktails, then to
their Country Club for an
Elegant Dinner. On Saturday,
a bus tour to Boy's Town, a
S.A.C. Base at Offut A.F.
Base, then to Omaha's "Old
Market" area. Saturday had
more meetings, then a
Happy Hour, and finally
Dinner in the Motel's Dining
Room. Back for a short get
together, and then early
Good-byes. Till next Year
Possibly St. Clairsville, Ohio'
like in 1944.
'
THE WINTER MOTH
Hearing all the reports of
the snow storm that was
upon us, with the possibility
of running out of food, I
decided to go to the supermarket. It was nice to have
my son go along with me. As
soon as we stepped outside,
I knew we had made the
right decision. There was
about three inches of snow
on the ground and still coming down. We had walked a
short distance when I
noticed a little moth in the
snow slowly moving its
wings. I picked it up very
carefully and put it into my
warm overcoat pocket,' even
though my son told me it
would soon die. I had never
seen a moth in the winter
time. Where did it come
from at this time of year?
Perhaps it was stuck in
someone's clothing and fell
out when they went outside.
We arrived at the store and
went inside. I put my hand
into my pocket and felt the
little moth fluttering around.
I took it out and gently laid it
on a cardboard box. The
moth started to flap its
wings with a great deal of
energy, as i.f telling me thanks for giving me a little
longer to live.
A true story by:
47th Inf. Co.D & Hq. 3 Bn.
AL BRAVIN
420 Fairview Ave.
Fort Lee, N.J. 07024

CAlL OR WRITE A
FRlENDENCOURAGE HIM
TOJOINTHE
ASSOCIATION

FLORIDA CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
REUNION COMMITTEE AT WORK. The Florida
Chapter Mini-Reunion committee headed by newly elected President Richard Baudouy has been scouting different city locations in which to hold the Fall Chapter
Meeting.
President Baudouy reported that hotels in the
Altamonte Springs area have wonderful accommodations
but the room rates are too high. The hotels that were
contacted in Orlando were heavily booked for November.
The Committee sensed a reluctancy on the part of the
hotel sales department to bargain with our group. Two
hotels were visited in Ocala. Both the Days Inn and the
Holiday Hotel located East of 1-75 Exit 69 were eager and
very cooperative to accommodate the Florida Chapter.
The Holiday Hotel has wonderful rooms and other amenities however their room rate was $18.00 more than the
Days Inn which is located just across the street. On a
scale of 1 to 10, the Days Inn falls about a number 5. The
big decision is whether to sacrifice quality for dollars.
The Reunion Committee plans to meet the early part of
March to continue its search for a happy medium. Other
cities being considered are Clearwater, St. Petersburg
and Tampa. Any member living in these cities are asked
to submit names of hotels that would be suitable for our
group. Send information to: Richard Baudouy, 515
Oakcrest Street, Altamonte Springs, FL 32714.
LOST AND FOUND: A Blue & White 9th Division
Association Cap was found in the Hospitality Room during the clean-up after the last mini-reunion in Daytona
Beach. The Owner may retrieve the cap by sending $1.50
postage to Emil J. De Donato, 3650 S.W. Mosswood St.,
Dunnellon, FL 3443 L
ROSTER UPDATE: Please make the following changes
on your Membership Roster.
Boyle, Edward - delete. Moved to Mass. Address
Unknown.
Dulong, James - New Member. Add to roster, 336 9th
St., Nakomis, FL 34275
Hayes, James - delete. Address Unknown
Sehovey, Fred - delete. Moved to Mass. Address
Unknown.
POTPOURI NEWS:
Bill Coen sent in a note stating that William Morris who
served with the 60th Infantry Regiment passed away
January 1997. He was captured during the battle of the
Huertgen Forest just a few days after joining the 9th
Division. Although veteran Morris was not a member of
the National Organization, Bill Coen asked that he be
remembered during the Memorial Services in Louisville.
LeRoy Miller has a Christmas Card that he received
from Div. Hqtrs back in the winter of 1944. It was
designed and printed with the 9th Div. patch plus other
illustrations. There's an interesting story attached to this
card. Perhaps LeRoy will show it at our next meeting.
WOMEN'S AUXILIARY NEWS:
Lotti Schacor is feeling very well after her surgery. She
walks about 2 miles every morning on the streets of
Rainbow Lakes Estates. Lotti lives at 21528 Honeysuckle
Street, Dunnellon, FL 34431.
Dorothy Gray sent in a nice note congratulating Phil
and Barbara Berman for a fine job they did in setting up
the last mini-reunion in Daytona Beach. Dorothy has
recovered fully from her gall bladder surgery. She looked
great at the Daytona mini-reunion.
Josie Manzolilla wrote a long note on her Christmas
card saying she loves to receive news regarding the
Florida Chapter. Josie is recovering from a fall she suffered in which she damaged her head. Anyone wishing to
drop her a note may do so by addressing it to: Josephine
Manzolilla, 22819 N 74th Lane, Glendale, Arizona 85310.
WANTED: Please send in any Women's Auxiliary News
to Audrey M. De Donato, 3650 S W Mosswood Street,
Dunnellon, FL 34431.
MILITARY PAY SCALES
In an article printed in PARADE MAGAZINE, Army
Privates monthly pay start at $697 with a maximum rate
of $845. For Private First Class the pay range is $878 to
$1,001. For Corporal it's $932 to $1,167. Sergeants receive
$999 to $1,448. A Staff Sergeant gets $1,139 to $1,707.
Sergeant First Class $1,896 to $2,338. Master and First
Sergeant, $1,896 to $2,599 and Sergeant Major $2,260 and
$2,910. The same pay scales apply to our other branches
of the military. (Ed note): When the yearly Cost Of Living
Adjustment (COLA) is factored in, these amounts will
increase. No wonder why our country is over 5 trillion
dollars in debt. Now read'the following story that
appeared in the Ocala, FL Star Banner newspaper dated
April 2, 1996.
UNCLE SAM MORE THAN $5 TRIIl.ION IN THE RED.
(WASHINGTON)
For the first time, the government is more than $5 trillion in debt. The Treasury Department announced
Monday the government debt totaled $5,029,951,000,000
at the end of business last Friday. President Clinton had
signed legislation that day raising the limit to $5.5 trillion,
from $4.9 trillion. The debt limit was $49 billion in 1940
and has risen a hundredfold in the last 55 years. Until
Friday, the last increase was $530 billion in 1993 - the
77th increase since 1940. The debt is the total of all the
annual deficits run up over the years.
Emil J. De Donato
47th Inf.
3650 S W Mosswood St.
Dunnellon, FL 34431
Phone: 352/489-4070
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Michigan News Notes

9th Recon
KURT SANDER
It's time I stopped being recreant in my duties as secre- 44 E. Harwood Terr.
tary and get a letter to the editor on its way.
Palisades Park, N.J. 07650
I go back to December 1996 to report the following:
Here are my dues for 1997.
Officers for 1997 are: Billie Martin President, Percy Hough Hope things are well with
as 1st V.P., Bill Debruyne 2nd V.P., Rodger E. Alsgaard ' you and your wife and
Secretary (my 16th year) Elmer Wagner Treasurer, children.
Barney Tobacco Chaplain, Ed. Wisniewski Adjutant, and
Don't know if you rememBillie Martin Historian. Tom Hatton member of the Board ber I used to deliver milk to
of Governors was the installing officer.
you. That's a long time ago.
Our schedule of future was not announced. The presi- Got out of milk business in
dent to call us to order as he deems necessary.
1970.
As always I read THE OCTOFOIL from cover to cover
I had two total knee
checking off each item as I finish them. In reading Ed. replacements, this past Aug.
Hopkins F Co. 47th contribution I was saddened when I could hardly walk anymore.
read of Otto Geyers death.
I'm so glad that I had it
It took me back to Sunny Old England and my stay at done. Now I can at least walk
Brighton Woods. I arrived as a "T" Sergeant. Well Otto without pain, but I wouldn't
had no use of a "T" Sgt. in an infantry platoon but he did be able to go on any foot
need "T" stripes for some one in the kitchen. He offered patrols with the Recon. I
me as no win choice. Either go into the kitchen and bust guess none of us would. The
me a not being a cook or reduce me to Pvt. without preju- years sure take their toll. but
dice. Of course I took the easy way out.
I can be very thankful, and
The only thing wrong was my deductions were based am. Take care. Keep up the
on a Sgt's pay. When I got my first pay as a Pvt. lowed
good work. Your comrade
the government money.
I immediately asked for a PFC and Otto gave me my 60th Inf. 2nd Bn.
first riflemans stripes. I don't believe the good captain CHARLES DULING
was around when I came out with three stripes up and a
312-4th Ave.
rocker underneath.
Wilmington, DE 19803
I called Sam "Bill" Buemi on Christmas Day. He, Mickey
It was our first time to
and family were all well. They had just gotten home from
visit the Catskills. I must say
a family gathering. Before hanging up we both agreed
we had one of the best times
that we would be in Louisville, Ky. if our health permit- ever at the Concorde and
ted. Among my Christmas Cards was one from Bob & Flo
brought back many good
DeSandy and Paul Giarraputo. Two F Co 47th buddies.
memories of our visit. Plan
So that I'll not bore you readers too much I will close
on making it to Louisville
with a promise to the Michigan Chapter that I will make
while I'm still in good health
every effort to get Chapter News published in THE OCTOand to see buddies of the
FOIL on a more regular basis.
60th Inf. personnel.
Sincerely
I'm enclosing dues for the
Rodger. E. Alsgaard Sec'y.
next three years also someMichigan Chapter
thing for the memorial fund
Dear Dan & Marie:
in memory of: J.W. Engel,
Been going through Matty Urban's book once again and
Morris B. Olender and
am aware that it will be two years on March 4th since he
Francis 1. Fetrise.
passed away so suddenly. We're still in touch with his
Best wishes to you and
widow, Jennie and daughter, Jennifer who is now married
yours.
and resides in Cambridge, Mass.
47th Inf. Med
We are also in touch with a couple of more widows of
RALPH
DELMONICO
our Ninth Division buddies: Lucille Andrews over in
Comstock Park near Grand Rapids, Mich. and Charlotte . 11 Church St.
Fox who lives down the road from us in another condo Westminster, MA 01473
I am sending you my dues
complex within walking distance. 'All wonderful people.
Enclosing a donation to the Memorial Fund in memory for the next three years. The
time goes by so fast I almost
of:
forgot
about it. I hope this
Matt Urban
60th Inf.
letter finds you and your
Bill Andrews
Can Co. 39th
family in good health. I often
Charles Fox
M Co. 60th
think abOllt the guys I
also, Ted Preston
F Co. 60th
served with in the Army. We
May they and all our Comrades who have answered the had a lot of rough days out
final Call, rest in peace.
there. The only good thing I
We got a call from Joe Chmiel, F Co 60th and asked us liked in the Army was I met a
to come along with him and his wife, Sophia to the lot of good people and guys I
Reunion. Our reservations are in and we'll all be going to served with. They will
Louisville together. It will be a pleasant six hour drive always be good friends of
and we're hoping for a nice turn-out.
mine and I'll never forget
Good to report that Edwin Wisniewski, Past Pres. who them. You are one of them.
spent over 90 days, from one hospital to another, since
Co. D. 9th Medics
the end of last August, is going through therapy on the
way to recovery.
Div. Hdqs.
HERBERT STERN
We are keeping busy and the time is really going fast.
12427 Old Oaks Dr.
Wonder what happened to those long winter nights that
Houston, Tx 77024
we used to hear about. Could be, that the clock speeds
up as we get older.
I enclose my check for the
1997 Association dues Closing now, we want you to know that we think of you
balance for the Memorial
often and appreciate what you are doing for our great
Scholarship Fund in memory
Association. So till we meet again, our best wishes and
God bless you, both.
of Phil Emmons.
Also enclosed is a photo
Sincerely,
of Phil Emmons and myself
John Bonkowski
(you may use it in the next
19241 Angela St.
issue) taken 3 years ago at
Roseville, Mn 48066
P.S. Rose savs "HH"
Sam Burns' Ranch in Central
Texas at a BBQ of the Texas
.9th Division Golf Caps
and Greater Southwest
9th Division Association golf caps can be obtained by mail
Chapter.
for a total cost of $10.00 per cap which includes postage.
Last, but not least, I
These caps with an adjustable back (one size fits all) have the.
noticed in the latest Octofoil
9th Division Association embroidered emblem. Three styles
issue (Nov/Dec. 1996) in the
are available:
lead
article written by Red
1. Summer cap (most popular style) which has a white front
Phillips that my name was
panel with a royal hlue visor and nylon mesh back panel.
changed to Herb Clark - it's
2. Winter cap in all navy blue.
been Herb Stern for 78
3. All white plain summer cap.
years. I never changed my
Send all orders made payable to: Elmer Wagner, 2833
name during WWII or when I
HotchkJl.!lRd., Bay City, MI 48706.
became
a charter member of
9TH DIVISION LICENSF, PLATES
the 9th Div. Association.
9th Division aluminum license plates are available for a
Maybe your proof reader
total cost of $8.00 each which includes postage. These plates
was out to lunch the day
are white with blue lettering and border. A large red, white
this issue went to Press.
and blue Octofoil, is at the center. The lettering is 9th In. Div.
Regards to you and Marie.
Assn. Across the bottom are the 8 battle stars and invasion
arrowhead like on our newspaper masthead. Send all orders
made payable to: Elmer Wagner, 2833 Hotchkiss Rd., Bay City,
MI48706.

GREATER NEW YORK CHAPTER REPORT

The NY Chapter held its monthly meeting on a bitter
cold night at the Masonic Hall, 71 W 23rd St., NYC on
Friday, January 17, 1997. Prez Marty Gross opened the
meeting at 7:30 p.m. with members' Pledge of Allegiance
to the flag, and peace invocation by our resident chaplain
George Apar. Minutes of the previous meeting was read
by Secretary Art Schmidt. Keeper of the books, Treasurer
Al Zenka, gave his financial report which was readily
approved and accepted by the membership.
Correspondence received by the secretary was read to
the ensembled from farflung chapter members: Charlie
Warner has been bedeviled by shingles for some years
now. Mike Fazio has not been able to attend meetings due
to his ailing eyesight. Also received was a letter from son
of Edward Maher noting Ed's death in 1994. Letters and
cards were received from Adolph Wadalavage, Charles
Vandermark, Frank Ridzi, Leo Feinstein, George Harris
and Julius Gajonckoski. Joseph D. Reilly graciously donated his winnings from the 1996 50-50 Christmas Raffle back
to the chapter fund. Congratulations and best wishes to
Marty and Irene Gross who were married on January 19,
1997. We appreciate the letters and cards from our members and wish all with health problems better days, and
condolences to families of deceased members.
INSTALLATION
The next order of business was the NY Chapter
Installation of Officers for 1997. George Apar, our eloquent interlocutor acknowledged the deep appreciation
of the NY membership for the outgoing 1996 officers' dedication and work during the past year. George then
installed the newly elected 1997 presidential board beginning with President Al Lipton and wished him well for the
coming year. Outgoing Prez Mary Gross ceremoniously
turned over the gavel to AI. The Octofoil plaque, traditionally given to the outgoing president, was given to
Marty by George. The full 1997 NY Chapter board also
includes 1st VP Emil Langer, 2nd VP Joe Killen, Secretary
Art Schmidt and Treasurer Al Zenka. NY Board of governors are: 39th-Herminio Suarez, 47th-Vincent
Guglielmino, 60th-AI Zenka, Divarty-AI Lipton, Special
Troops-Adolph Wadalavage, Sgt. of Arms-AI Lubrano,
and Judge Advocate-Dan Quinn. The membership wishes
the 1997 board a successful year.
Following the installation of officers, members discussed the upcoming Louisville reunion and the participation of our delegates and those members who would
be attending. After some old and new business reports,
meeting was adjourned and members gathered at the
hospitality table prepared by Al Zenka and Tony
DeRobertis for a late night repast and casual conversation. Also attending, not mentioned above were Charlie
Libretto and Jack Holuboff.
Remember to pay your MY Chapter dues: $10 for 1
year, $25 for 3 years, and $75 for Lifetime membership.
Make checks payable to the Greater NY Chapter, 9th Inf
Div. Assn. Send payments and correspondence to Arthur
R. Schmidt, Secretary, 89-12 Doran Avenue, Glendale, NY
11385.
Mary Levy
Co A 60th 1 iantry
2044 Ellen Drive
Merrick, N.Y. 11566
F & E COMPANIES 47th INFANTRY CP
George Brown assures me that everything is in order
for the CP in Louisville. Lucy and I have made our airline
reservations and our hotel reservations. I may have to
call on you good men for some additional funds this year
a request I haven't made in a number of years, tharIks t~
the past generosity of some of our heavy hitters, some of
whom are still with us and others who are awaiting our
arrival in that great CP in the sky. When making your contribution this year, remember that you are not just trying
to pay for those five beers that you destroyed in the CP,
but we are paying for the CP itself. This year's CP will
cost us $200.00 per night less George's cost of room. But
I'm not worried about having enough moolah on hand.
You men have been more than generous these past twenty years, and I have no reason to expect less this year. I'll
get more information out to you in the near future.
I want to thank those of you who were so kind as to
remember me with your phone calls and cards during my
recent illness ana convalescence: Chuck Jones, George
King, Jack Finnigan and Rose, Herb and June Hoepfner,
Ed Johnstone, Jule Hoffler (Tex's widow), Dan Quinn,
Frank Haines, Marion Slatnick (Lou's widow), Bob Landis,
Bob DeSandy, and Lee GrimWOOd. I also had a couple
long, pleasant chats with Jack Healey. Your calls, cards,
and visits were important to me, more important than
you'll ever know.
I seem to be coming along pretty well, though I do have
a. dropped foot on the left side and a torn ligament in my
nght knee, and I am haVing trouble reading. I am also
constantly short of breath. I take huge quantities of pills
day and night, and I do sleep a lot. I haven't driven a car
since the day before I entered the hospital. I hope as
many of you as possible are planning to be in Louisville in
May. Time is running out for some of us. All the best to
some of the best!
Edward Hopkins
110 Hollywood Avenue
Metuchen, NJ 08840-2116
(908) 549-4121

THE OCTOFOll

Texas & the Greater SOllthwest Chapter
Dear Dan:
At this time of year, we reflect back on friends and
those who have helped us along the way.
The enclosed is such a story that had its culmination
this past year. I wrote the enclosed article and sent it to
Eldon Sapp, Secretary of their Association, because I had
included his address and wished to be factually correct.
Eldon was enthused about the potential of hearing from
other former patients.
Considering we had nearly 17,000 wounded in action,
there is a good probability the 55th General Hospital
treated our guys from Normandy on to the end of the
war.
If the enclosed is too long, you can certainly edit.
Sincerely,
Gordon A. Schneider
4001 Fort Branch Drive
Arlington, Texas 76016-3212
Encl: "We Saved One"
"WE SAVED ONE?"
The first remark when I was introduced to a member of
the 55th General Hospital staff was a kidding "We saved
one?"
That was just the start of the friendship and camaraderie the 55th reunion members gave me May 16, 1996
at the Hilton Hotel in Little Rock, Arkansas.
The story reaIly started in 1951 when I was working in
New York City at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. Perusing the
phone books of the five boroughs, the objective was to
locate a Captain Jessee a surgeon who had painstakingly
worked on me at the 55th in Malvern, England, August
and September, 1944. Not knowing his first name nor if he
actually lived in the City, the search was in vain.
Then last FaIl, there was a notice in the RETIRED OFFICER Magazine of the forthcoming 55th reunion at Camp
Robinson, outside Little Rock, Arkansas.
A letter to the 55th Secretary inquiring about Capt.
Jessel brought a prompt response. Unfortunately Capt.
Jessel had passed away. I was advised I was the first former patient who had ever contacted their organization
and an invitation was extended for me to attend their
reunion. After all these years of wishing to express my
appreciation for their getting me "back on my feet", I
accepted.
The 55th General Hospital was activated at Camp
Joseph T. Robinson in May, 1943. Their CO, who had
been at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, was convinced their hospital would be sent to the South Pacific.
He further believed they would have to operate from an
underground hospital. So the non-medical staff were set
to work building, by hand, an underground hospital reinforced with railroad ties. This meant constructing operating rooms, areas for the wards, installing a generator for
electric power, and sterilization equipment. When completed and covered with dirt, they drove about fifteen of
their trucks and ambulances on top of the structure. And
we in the infantry thought we dug some big holes! I'm
sure there were times when we wished we had had such
a solid structure over our heads.
In late January, 1944, the 55th sailed for the UK, landing
in Glasgow, Scotland. When they arrived in Malvern,
England, their quarters were not complete and they were
boarded in private homes.
. They were set up by Easter, with a thousand beds in
wards and seven hundred beds in hospital tents.
FoIlowing D-Day, they were filled to capacity within six
days! In their immediate area were four additional
American hospitals. While they were basically filled in
the wards for some time, the next big load occurred during the winter of 1944. By June, 1945, they were relocated
to France where they operated in Mormelon la Petite,
about 20 miles from Rheims, until the surrender of the
Japanese in August, 1945. In a little over a year since
going overseas, the 55th had treated over 25,000 patients.
In all probability, there were a number of the 9th Inf Div
16,961 wounded who were healed by the 55th. If there are
any 9th veterans who would like to correspond with the
55th, the contact is: Eldon M. Sapp, 2300 Pioneer Drive,
Jackson, MI 49201.
A few weeks before the reunion, I received a call from a
Merrion Pierce, a retired school principal, now living
about forty miles north of me here in Texas. He asked if I
remembered him and I honestly replied I did not. He then
told me "I was the night orderly on your ward who used
to wake you up in the middle of the night and put a thermometer in your mouth".
So the thoughtfulness of Eldon Sapp, [their Secretary],
Merrion, Doctor Hennan, George Guindon, and so many
others too numerous to name, made it a memorable trip
back in time.
Gordon A. Schneider
Co E 60th July-Aug 44
Co H 47th Dec 44-Aug 45
Hq. B 2nd Bo. 39th Iof.
GEORGE A. PEDRICK
39th Inf. E Co.
2302 Riddle Ave. #405
RAY WHITE
Wilmington, DE 19806-2162
1208 Sylvan
Enclosed find a contribuPalestine,
TX 75801
tion to the Memorial Fund in
Enclosed you will find my
memory of Edward (Red)
dues for three years. I am a
Pictroski, Hq Co 2nd Bn 39th
member of E Co. 39th Reg. I
Int.
Hope you have a great hol- . hope to see all the old E Co.
gang at LouisviIle. Best wishiday season and that your
es.
good work continues for a
long, long time.

,I

39th Iof M Co.
ARTHUR CLARK
5115 Europa Dr.
Boynton Beach, FL 33437
I see by the date on my
Octofoil that I must sign up
for another three years
(optimist that I am).
Sorry I won't make the
reunion in Louisville. My
wife Helen broke her hip and
is wheelchair bound.
Also find a check for the
Memorial fund. In memory
of Tony Carmeci and George
Coppobianco, they always
made those reunions we did
make special.
Please say hello to Ben
Murril. I'm sure he'll be
there. He took care of me
when I was hit at Mortain.
Stay well.
60th Inf. M Co.
BONIFACIO CAMPOS
1211 Broadway S.E.
Albuquerque, N.M 87102
Dues for '97, hope you and
Marie and family had a good
healthy holiday. Wishing all
the men and family of Co. M
60th the same.
Hoping to see more people
from Co. M 60th in the
Octofoil.

:VI COIVIPA~Y (47th)
CHROl\ICLER

RED PHILLIPS
14002 Hemlock Dr.
Penn Valley, CA, 95946
Com padres all:
.
I'm sorry to relate news of the death of M's former
Captain Duncan W. Murphy who came over to us from
Battalion Hq Co. at Magenta when "they" thought those
wild machine gunners and mortarmen needed a more
mature hand on the tiller than mine. You may recall that
in those days I wasn't shaving yet. "Murph" kept us
straight through Sicily, "Merry Olde," France and
Schevenhutte, but there, I recall, the old mosquito bug
got him down. After the war, he returned to school.and
earned his Ph.D. in economics, taught at the U. of IndIana
where he met his bride, and stayed in the Reserves, finally retiring as a full colonel. He'd been weane~ away from
hominy 'n grits by that gal, and she took hIm home to
Idaho after he graded that last term paper. His last years
were very happy there and I'm really sorry my travels
never took me up to Twin Falls. He was always happy to
hear about M and its vets, but once he got to Idaho, I
don't believe he ever left its snowcaps.
The mystery of the Eddy photo published in the last
Octofoil is solved. Jack Eddy, the general's nephew and
one-time ADC, wrote that the fellow next to the "Old Man"
in the photo was Jack's replacement as ADC, one George
Maxwell. George looks a bit older than I remember but I'll
take Jack's word for it. The hedgerows aged all of those
there to one degree or another.
The biography is moving right along. I'm into Draft
Chapter 10 now and he's just taken command of XII
Corps, back under George Patton's command in late
August '44. The general performed this job magnificently
until what they used to call "bad arteries" brought him
down. He was replaced by his old friend going back to
Fort Bragg days, S. Leroy Irwin, once 9th Divarty Chief
and then CG of the 5th Inf. Div., before getting XII Corps.
Stay tuned!

47th Iof. Hdqs. Co-2BN
HOWARD FITZPATRICK
170 Overdale Drive
Louisville, Ky 40229
I am sending in my dues
NEW JERSEY CHAPTER
for another three years. I
like to keep my dues ahead. I
We had been planning to call a meeting in the faIl, but
am now 80 years old. Don't
my quintuple bypass foIlowed in twelve days by major
get around much any more. I
abdominal surgery took care of the fall and the winter for
have arthritis in my legs.
My wife passed away this me. My recovery has been taking much longer than I
summer, Aug. 21. She had expected. Hopefully we can call a meeting before the
been awful sick for about Louisville reunion. However, I am collecting dues for
two years. She had diabetes 1997. Make your checks to NJ Chap. 9th Int. Div. Assoc.
and send them to me at 110 HoIlywood Ave., Metuchen,
and two heart blockages.
NJ 08840-2116. That way the NJ Chapter will receive a
She had to take medicine all
piece of the action.
the time. I sure do miss her
Our president, Frank Haines, visited me in the hospital,
after having been married
as did Jack Finnigan with our good friend Rose, Herb and
for 47 years. She was my
June Hoepfner. I received numerous phone caIls and getpride and joy. You never
weIl-cards, all of which cheered me up immensely. Thank
know until they are gone
you one and all.
how much you miss them. I
I guess you heard of the death of our secretary and my
just don't know if I am can
dear friend of fifty-five years, Lou Slatnick. I'll miss his freever get over it or not.
quent visits and his happy laugh. Even in the heat of
I seen in Taps Sounded
vicious combat this warrior was capable of relieving the
where one of myoid budtension with a joke.
dies passed away, Charles
I am looking forward to see.ing many of you in Louisville
A. Gerhard. He sure was a
in May. Stay healthy!
nice guy.
Edward Hopkins
If anyone hasn't read Red
110 HoIlywood Avenue
Philip's books they should
Metuchen, NJ 08840-2116
do so. I have three of his
(908) 549-4121
books that I have read several times, they are El Guettar,
. Sedegene! and Remagen. Red
tells it like it is. I wouldn't
take anything for the books,
they are worth every cent
and more of what they cost.
Keep up the good work you
are doing Red.
I was with 47th Int. 9th
Div. at Fort Bragg, N.C. with
them all the way to the Elbe
River where we met up with
the Russians. Boy, what a
day that was, the war ended
then. But we left a lot of our
good buddies over there,
that never made it.
Some nights I dream about
being back over there, then I
wake up to find it was only a
dream. Thank God that it
was. Everyone keep up the L -......._ _
good work that you are
MR., MRS. HARVILLA now ... and in 1946
doing for the 9th Division. 47th Inf. B Co.
est sympathy to Flo and
You are the ones that keep JOSEPH HARVILLA
John's family. Anyone know
things going.
Box 116
the correct address of Joe
Com. 39th Inf.
Cardale, Pa. 15420
Metscavage Co. B. 47th las't
MICHAEL FORD
Enclosed find dues for 3
address was Shenandoah,
yrs. Recently celebrated
59 High St.
Pa. Sent Christmas card, this
Wayne, N.J. 07470
50th Wedding anniversary. If
last year and it was
Mike Ford had a. stroke in you can publish this in your
returned. Miss news from
Dec. 2, 1995. He went to next Octofoil.
Co. B 47th! Pat Marano and
Kessler for 5 week rehabilitaSorry to hear of the death
Art Stenzel our departed
tion. He is now doing well of two of our dear and well
friends, always had great
and walking with a cane but liked buddies from Co. B.
articles. Lately Elie Taubner
has given up driving.
47th Int. Stush Adowski of
did a good job. Keep it up
As ever Buffalo, and John ComElie. HopefuIly we can make
Annette Ford pagione of N. Jersey. May
this reunion in Kentucky.
P.S. He is not able to write. they rest in peace. Our deepThank you.

THE OCTOFOll

<:
Co K 60th Inf.
JOE RAPPAZINI
24001 Sherman
Oak Park, Mi 48237
"I'm overlooking a fourleaf c~over," ... No, not that.
... I m really entertaining
and embracing countless
memories of faces and
places and happenings of
days of yore - rather of
war. It's undeniable, they'are
ever-present, and I'm sure it
is common to each who was
a part of "activities" of
decades ago - how can one
forget? and who would want
to? At this particular time
'tis the surroundings that
restore meaningful and measured memories. 'Tis such
because of the site - the
unending and constant swell
of waves, the sands of the
beach, the expanse of the
sea, the far-off horizon and the memories that
extend beyond that! They
are ever-present; ever-cherished, and although a note
of sadness settles in the
admiration and warmth that
the heart enfolds are everpresent and manifold. That
it is so is due in part to you
- your loyalty and thoughtfulness are deeply admired
for through your efforts and
devotion you have kept alive
the admiration and devotion
to the Ninth of those who
survive. And, what a joy and
blessing it is to have one
\ such as you, who help
restore and keep alive memories highly treasured.
Best wishes,
Joe R.
P.S. My wife and I are here
in Destin, Florida, where our
oldest son and his family
reside. It's pleasant - sandy
beaches - the waters of the
Gulf - a combination that
lends itself to joyfulness and
contentment, and I'm sure
thousands would agree yet, as an old "Yooper" (Upper Michigan folks) the streams, lakes and
forests are difficult to match!
47th Inf. Hqs. 3 Bn.
HARRYKISH
82 Duncan Ave.
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15205
I am sending a check for
dues for the next three years
the rest for whatever.
I can't make the reunion
this year again I haven't
been feeling well for a longtime.
I remember the ex German
soldier who fell off the roof
in Schevenhutte. I wonder if
he is waiting for me in heaven or down in the other
place or are there such
places?

Dear Dan and Marie:
Hope you two, had a good
1996 and doing OK to start
'97.
First of all here is a memorial gift in memory of Martin
Krasoriets 39th Inf. and John
Jagling 9th QM Sgt. Jagling
was our (Div. QM gas sup_·
plyman).
3rd Pt. 9QM
EVERETT N. TAPP
163 Meadow Cir.
Ellenton, Fla. 34222
Just finished a year that
was good to me. Nice 3 M.
Vac. up north Mi., Ohio, N.Y.
State and Maine then Sept.
9th after returning to Fla.
end of Aug. I flew to Detroit
Mi. Sept. 9th to receive A
50th year Certificate Award
from my International
Association of Bridge
Structural and Ornamental
Ironworkers and 50 yrs. ago
1946 I was sent from Detroit
Mi. to Atlanta, Ga. by m;
construction co. to a new
~ord Motor Plant as a young
Iron worker foreman and as
our part of I.W. was completed I was elevated (promoted) to a field superintendent
a titled I carried until I had
40 yrs. service with my co.
and now I'm enjoying my 16
yr. of retirement.
I have my reservation in
for May 22, 23 and 24 and
looking forward to the Golf
Outing.
Hope to see Gene Breasie
Andy Sinare, and Joh~
Sayler all present and
accounted for in Louisville
and all wives able to make
the trip. As that fresh Ky. air
will make you stand 9 ft. tall.

47th Inf. Co. I
KENNETH B. BARTLETT
P.O. Box 40
Watseka, IL 60970-0040
Enclosed please find dues
for three years.
'
I've been a member since
!945 and enjoyed ever
Issue of the Octofoil.
y
I was in I Co. 4th Platoon4~th Reg. 3rd Battalion - 9th
Dlv. from Nov. 1944 to Oct
1945. I was one of the IUc~
ones who escaped an injury
and being killed.
I returned home and have
had a beautiful life. My wife
and I have been married for
59 years and I will be 90
years old Jan. 27th. I still
play the piano and organ as
an entertainer, and sing in
the church choir every
Sunday. Keep up the good
work Dan.

Lou Sieben (Meds 47th) sends this photo taken in 1941
of the 3rd Bn 47th Med Section; StandingL to R: Dom
S~agnalo"', Jack Slavin, John Sheehan, Harry
Rinehardt, Lt. (Doctor) Putnam, Hal Weinstein Jim
Roth"', Front row L-R Charles Puleo"', Paul Walton'"
, Ted Piano"', Charles Phillips, Alex Roth Charle~
Scheider, El (Doc) Rebert, Ed Alvia, Stan Skeobsky'"
and Lou Sieben"'. .,. Identify men who went oversea~
with the Ninth, others either transferred out 'or went off
to OCS, Air Corps or other Units.

39th Inf. G Co.
WILLARD HAYES
3441 Lynn Dr.
Franklin, OH 45005
I believe my membership
runs out soon. So sign me on
for another hitch or two. I
don't know if I will be able to
attend the Reunion or not
but will be thinking about all
fellows. (I don't know if
many of the tent city boys
are left).
'
.We get so few each year I
Will be 76 Feb. 3rd this year
but have so many miles on
this old beat up body. I still
play 18 holes of golf 4 or 5
times a week got to keep
these old bypasses open.
If I don't get to the
Reunion this year say hello
to all the "G" 39th gang.
47th Inf.
WILLIAM J. VAN RYN
5 State Ave.
Faribault, Mn. 55021
To whom it may concern:
I would like to hear from
anyone that knew my father,
P.F.C. George Van Ryan
A.S.N. 37282615 47th Inf.
Reg. 9th Inf. Div. He was
killed in action June 20, 1944
on a farm near a little village
called Theurteville Hague in
Normandy. His canteen cup
and helmet was found by
Mr. Jules Broquet who at the
time was a young lad.
Recently I was contacted
by Mr. Jules Broquet and
was invited to come to
France and get my father's
personal belongings.
I now have his canteen
cup in my possession. On
the cup is carved a camel
and a palm tree, also this
record.
-LEFT N.Y. 1.14.43
- AFRICA 1.26.43
- EL GUETTAR 3.28.43
- SICILY 8.2.43
- ARRIVED IN ENG.
11.25.43
- LEFT - 6.10.44
I would appreciate hearing
from anyone who knew my
dad.
Hq. 1st Bn. 47th Inf.
RALPH S. YEAKEL
2861 Crestwood N.W.
Warren, Ohio 44485
I attended the 51st Annual
Reunion at the Concord
Resort Hotel and had hoped
to see some of myoid buddies. Most of my company
came from New York, New
Jersey, and New England but
I was the only one who
showed up. I was disappointed but after all these
years I imagine quite a few
are no longer with us.
Enclosed is a check for my
membership.
47th Med.
LOUIS A. SIEBEN
68 Richard Street
Dover, NJ 07801
Enclosed is my dues for
the next 3 years and a little
extra for the memorial fund
in memory of all the 47th
Medics who are no longer
with us.
I'm also sending a couple
of pictures taken back in
1941 at Ft. Bragg.
I'm now retired from
Redmond Press, the printers
of The Octofoil, and I miss
the little chats we had when
you brought in the copy for
the next issue. You're still
doing a good job on the
paper.

Div. Hdqs. 60th Inf
THOMAS J. MARRON
P.O. Box 2355
Del Mar, Ca. 920.14
I let the membership slip
again, will have to watch the
address label better.
I read the paper from front
~age to the back page, enjoy
It very much. Thanks for all
the work you and the board
put in to make life a little
happier for us.
47th Inf.
RONALD PAT 0' CONNOR
803 Trafalgar Rd.
Towson, Md. 21204
Here's my check for three
years dues. Sorry I'm a bit
late!
I was disappointed that
Viet Nam veterans were
again denied membership. It
means that the association
has sealed its doors as a
"last male club." I also
belong to the 3rd Division
Assn. which is now about 80
years old and has members
from three wars as well as
China service and peace
time. Oh well, both the 9th
and I will probably pass
from existence together. We
are planning to attend the
reunion in Louisville in May.
9th Recon
LAWRENCE KURSHAM
305 E. 86th St.
New York, NY 10028
Here is my 1997 dues. In
the next issue of the Octofoil
put a statement in that I
would like to hear from former members of the 9th
Reconnaissance Troop 9th Inf. Div.
60th Inf. F Co.
FRANK DENNIS
387 RR2
Dallas,Pa.18612
I would like to inform you
of the death of a fellow sol~
dier, Adam Drust. He took
part in the African invasion,
was in Sicily with us and
then took part in the invasion of France. He went as
far as Belgium where he was
captured going across the
Meuse River. Adam was
responsible for me starting
to go to the reunions. They
were always good fun and
we enjoyed ourselves.
Please include his name in'
the Taps as follows:
Adam Drust,
F Co. 60th
I'm still debating as to
whether I'll be going to the
reunion in Kentucky. Would
really like to attend.
84th F.A.
OCTAVIAN GANSCA
412 Meek St.
Sharon, PA 16146
. I have enclosed my dues.
Sorry to be late in sending.
Just happened to look thru
the wallet and checked the
date on my card. Saw I was
late! Paid for 1996 but not
for 1997.
Was down to see Nick
Labecki - just before the
holidays. Had a wonderful
meal for my wife, daughter
and me. He's still a "Great"
cook and baker. We had a
g.ood time talking over old
tIm~s. Plan on going down
agam for a visit as soon as
this "ole" man winter lets up
on the bad weather. Hope
th~ best to you aqd the family for this coming year!!.

Deadline for next issue April 20th

Div. MP's
KEN MEYER
111 Greenbriar St.
Belton, Tx. 76519-1509
Dear Dan and Marie
Well, it has bee~ awhile
since my last letter. I am
sorry that I was unable to
, make the meeting the last
time out but I was already
committed to another function.
After the cessation of hostilities ending WW2, the 9th
Infantry Division Association
was born. The purpose of
organization, as I understand it, was to eulogize our
fallen comrades. These gettogethers were scheduled
for three (3) to four days to
allow friends to meet with
old Buddies and rehash
some of the experiences
they shared.
It is fitting that we continue to honor our fallen comrades and keep alive the
image of our Division.
I recently received this letter from Italy. I responded
that the Privacy Act prohibits me from giving him
names and addresses but
that I would forward his letter to the Editor of our
Quarterly Newspaper with a
request that it be printed.
Then, anybody interested
could write to this individual.
"KEEP UP THE GOOD
WORK"
In Comradeship
SEEKING
Dear Mr. Ken,
My name is Allesandro
Brignole. I'm writing from
Italy. I obtained your
address from a common
friend, John Sperry.
Personally, I know very
well the history and the
value of the 9th Division
"The Old Reliables". I know
from John that you are a
world war 2 veteran.
Now I write you for the fol~owing reasons: I'd be very
mterested in getting in touch
with veterans of' the 9th
Division who served from
your Sicilian Campaign
Normand and the Cotentin
Peninsula.
I would be very honored
to have the possibility of
knowing of yours and others
personal experiences. I am
convinced that the true history is that told by the voice
of Veterans who lived it ... I
find for me inestimable
value and offers the opportunity to make a few
American friends, who are
combatted and suffered for
my Country and the freedom
of Europe.
For this reason I would be
very happy to have further
correspondence with you
and with other 9th Division
veterans who can help me in
this historical research.
My address is as follows:
ALESSANDRO BRIGNOLE
VIA VEGLIA NR 7
MILANO, ITALY 20159
47th Inf C Co.
MRS. JAMES CILUFFO
P.O. Box 88303
Grand Rapids, MI 49518
Enclosed is a check for
your Memorial Fund in memory of my husband James V
Ciluffo, Sr., Co. C 47th Inf:
.who died on April 18, 1995.
He was very proud of his
unit and enjoyed all the
reunions we could get to. I
r~all~ enjoy reading about
hiS fnends and their activities.

THE OCTOFOIL

60th Inf. L Co.
EDWIN BREWER
8427 Mastin, Apt. A
Overland Park, Ks. 66212
Enclosed is a check for my
1997 dues.
A month or so ago, I was
looking through my box,
where I keep all my 9th Inf.
keepsakes and found all my
membership cards. I have all
of them from 1946 to 1996.
-Michael Puzak was secretary-treasury then. Your
name Dan, as secretary have
been on all of them, starting
with 1960 - that's 36 years
- through 1996.
I have attended 11 annual
reunions, starting with the
first one in N.Y. City on Aug.
2-3, 1946 and my last one in
June 26-27-28 in 1986 at
Nashville, Tenn. Getting too
old for reunions. In three
months I'll be 87 - born
April 25, 1910. Have fairly
good health, bowl in two
men's leagues each weekno arthritis - have bowled
in leagues for 60 years - not
while I was in the service.
Hope you and yours are all
well.
39th Inf. C I
PAUL J. CALLAHAN
716 Jackson Rd.,
Shavertown, Pa. 18708
I am enclosing my membership dues for one year. I
look forward to my publication in the hopes I may see
someone from our outfit
that we have not been able
to find. The ones that meet
together once a year seem
to feel closer than your own
family. We shared so much
together.
We are slowly losing
someone, let up hope we
will be able to meet in
Galesburg, Illinois in July.
Looking forward to seeing
(everyone again).
39th Med. 2nd Bn.
DALE E. SMITH
1202 Cresthill Dr.
Junction City, KS 66441
This evening I called Larry
Goodwin at the V.A. Med.
Center at Canandaiqua, N.Y.
We were both with the 39th
2nd Bn. Aid Sta. through '44'45 combat. Larry spent
much time as company aid
man in G Co. By his devotion
to duty and creed given to
the men of the 39th,
"Anything anytime anywhere
bar nothing AAAO" Larry
gave many men a chance to
survive after they had suffered life threatening
wounds.
Now Larry has spent several years at the V.A. Med.
Center. I feel sure he
receives excellent care
there. But there is a little
more we can do for him too.
He has lost contact with the
Ninth Inf. Div. Association.
We can help Larry hold on
to that creed given to the
39th by "Col. Paddy Flint"
AAAO.

Find enclosed my check to
send Larry the Octofoil. We
must let him know that "The
Old Reliables" will not let
him clown
3rd Bn. 60th Inf.
WILLIAM COONEY
729 Luda Dr.
Ormond Beach, Florida
32176
Please accept my 1997
dues. I'm afraid to pay for 3
yrs. as it may put the hex on
me.

MP Platoon and 34th FA Bn.
ROBERT C. BALDRIDGE
232 Causeway
Lawrence, NY 11559-2102
Just a note to say that I
think everyone who attends
the annual re-union in
Louisville this year will be
very much satisfied with the
big, modern Galt House
Hotel and all the attractions
in and around Louisville.
Nanty and I attended a reunion of a different organization there last year, and we
both had a great time. The
Galt House has easy, safe
underground parking immediately adjoining it, and the
hotel's accommodations and
restaurants were fine.
Visiting the Fort Knox
Armored Museum is a most
interesting must - if all the
tanks on display both inside
and outside the big museum
were gassed up, the entire
eastern seaboard could be
defended from bad invaders.
The original Remagen Bridge
sign "Cross The Rhine With
Dry Feet Courtesy 9th Arm
Div." (that was taken down
by our engineers and
replaced with "Stay Across
The Rhine Courtesy 9th Inf
Div." hangs over a huge
tank. Much about Patton of
course in the museum. Tour
buses go there, and then on
the same day Churchill
Downs can be visited, and it
has an interesting visitor
center. Nearby the Galt
House is a large shopping
mall, and also"' fiearb.V'rs a
museum and factory where
the Louisville Slugger bats
are made (you can buy a
personalized beautiful display bat for your grandson,
of course.) Still other things
to do in Louisville, like the
river paddle steamer rides
and dinners. I'm sure the
committee has got all this
and more worked out. Stay
well.
F Co. 47th Inf.
BOB LANDIS
2050 Short Drive
Hanford, CA 93230
SEEKING
I recently received a letter
from a French friend from
Normandy who is an avid
collector of WWII memorabilia.
On one of his recent field
trips in the village of
Tribehou, near Les Champs
de Losques he found the
identification tags of Allen
Edwards, 38265398. He
asked me if I could locate
him. If Allen or anyone who
knew him reads this please
contact me.
60th Inf. M Co.
BONIFACIO CAMPOS
1307 Montoya St. N.W.
Albuquerque, N.M. 87104
Well it's time to pay dues
for next year. Hoping you
and Marie are doing O.K. As
for me it looks like I'll be seeing another year, which
means I'm getting older. I'm
wishing and praying that all
of the men of Co. M, 60th are
doing the same, and they
will all have a good and
happy new year. Hope you
had a good.Christmas and
New Year and keep up the
good work informin~ us of
what's going on III the
Octofoil.

DUES REMINDER
This issue of the Octofoil has been used for years to
remind our members that "dues are due." The caption
"Is your Octofoil addressed with tell-tale red ink?" was
used for years but now with our new computer mailing
arrangements this is not possible. Instead we ask the
members to check their Octofoil especially where their
'name is printed and above their first name you will
find numbers and they will indicate what year your
dues are paid up until. The letter L will indicate Life
member - H will indicate Honorary melDber and 1996
will let you know that your dues are payable now.
If for some reason you find it difficult in paying the
dues drop us a line and we will keep you on our membership roll, send you the paper and keep the matter
confidential.
We remind our members that a limited budget keeps
us from mailing the Octofoil to those who fall in the
delinquent class. Send your dues to the secretary's
office, 412 Gregory Avenue, Weehawken, N.J. 07087.

I

60th Inf. F Company
PFC BERTICE BARNETT, JR.
P.O. Box 408
Hico, TX 76457
I was a member of F
Company from August 8
until September 5, 1944. I
was captured September 5,
after our crossing of the
Meuse River.
Would like to hear from
anyone with our company at
that time; especially Lt.
McDonald, or anyone
wounded during the mortar
barrage.
I spent most of my captivity at stalag II-B - liberated
at 10-8.
Enjoy reading the Octofoil
and look forward to each
issue. Appreciate all your
efforts in putting the paper
together.
9thQM
RICHARD ROBBINS
10 French Mill Rd.
Hollis, N.H. 03049
Please find enclosed check
for renewal 3 yr. due~.
Plus $10.00 donation
Memorial Scholarship Fund.
Didn't make Worcester, my
three buddies I go with from
this area, physical problems,
Harold Hokanson - bad back,
Vol Russo, heart by-pass,
Ray Miele, bad eyesight,
myself - asthma. all 9th QM.
Have a healthy and happy
New Year Dan and all the
gang.
You're a hearty soul to
hang in there. (Good living).

B.Co. 15th £ogr. Bn.
ERNEST MICKA
114 Spring Garden Dr.
Louisville, Ky. 40218
Received my copy of the
Octofoil the other day which
reminded me that my time
was up - dues paying time
- so enclosed is a check to
cover me for 3 more years,
with the extra going to the
Memorial Fund (in memory
of Phil Emmons).
See you in Louisville.
Thank You.
Co. G 60th Inf.
ERNEST BRADSHAW
323 Woodland St.
Church Hill Ln. 37642
Enclosed is a check for 3
years dues and a photo w~s
taken in Feb. 1945 of men m
Co. G 2nc;l t51ato~n. H?pe to
be in the OctofOll so If anyone recognized themselves 1
would like to hear from
them. I would like to h~ar
from anyone at the Crossmg
Meuse River. 1 was wounded
-5th of Sept. 1944. Sent to the
hospital in England," ~e
turned to G Co. I didn t fInd
anybody who knew ~uch
about the river cross~ng..A
lot of men were missmg III
action. I would like to hear
from anyone who was there.

SEEKING
Dear Mr. Quinn
In accordance with our
phone conversation, I would
greatly appreciate it if you
would publish in your
newsletter the following.
I would like to correspond
with any Veterans of WWII of
the 39th Regiment of the 9th
Infantry that were operating
in the southern part of
Germany around April 14,
1945 especially that liberated Stolberg, Germany, a
small village north west of
Nordhausen. James A.
Flowers - 6913 Culver, Ft.
Worth, TX 76116 - Phone
817-737-4508.
P.S. From another source
it seems like it could have
been either the 47th or the
60th.
Thank you very much,
James A. Flowers
Hdqs. Btry. 84th F.A.
WALTER RICKER
429 eM joneS' Rd.
Greeneville, Tn 37745
Enclosed is my dues for 3
more years. Hope you and
your family had the very
best of holidays in 96.
I am also sending something for the Memorial fund,
in memory of my good
friend (Bob McGoldrick) of
Hq. Btry 84th F.A. We will
miss him.
, Hope to see you and our
old friends in Louisvill~, Ky.
May God bless you
Limited Edition
Hardcover BookS Still
Available
THE PAWNS OF WAR
by: William Kreye - 39th
Inf.
(now deceased)
Engrossing, personal and
historical account of WWII
with the 9th Inf Div - from Ft.
Bragg to Germany. PriCe:
$10.95 + $3 S&H. Send check
payable to "Greater NY
Chapter, 9th Inf Assn (noting
Pawns of War on check) to
Secretary Arthur R. Schmidt.
89-12 Doran Avenue, Glendale, NY 11385
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SEEKING
I'm writing this letter on
behalf of my deceased uncle
to try and gain information
on his WW II service. The
only documentation I have
on him is a copy of his discharge paper which really
doesn't tell me what I really
want to know.
My uncle was discharged
from the Engr BN which was
supposedly under the 60th
Infantry, 9th Division. lf this
information is correct I'd
like to see if anyone remembers him so I can try and
retrace his experiences.
Below is information you
may need to help me.
Leon R. Bembenek, Serial
No. 38-501-743.
I'm enclosing a copy of the
discharge paper to help with
additional information.
I appreciate any help in
this matter. My father is
upset about my uncle's discharge. paper becaus~ it
makes no mention of two
Purple Heart Medals he was
awarded. Thank you for time
and consideration. I can be
reached at the following
address:
Stanley J. Bembenek, 2801
Old Joppa Rd., Joppa, MD
21085
E-MailDDN[sbembenek@mdmtn.
ang.af.mil]
Stanley J. Bembenek
Co. H 47th Inf.
NORMAN KILIAN
Box # 781
Pawnee, II. 62558
I did some math and I am
six years in arrears on dues.
Am enclosing some recompense.
I am still in cont,act with
John Hill, George Kmetz and
James B. Holman. I still
remember where the R.R.
Bridge went down at
Remagen. Thanks for sending Octofoil to me all this
time.

.Ernie Bradshaw Co G 60th Inf sends this pic taken at'
the closing days of "The Big One" of his squad but did
not ID the men. Any man who knows who they may be
or recognizes themselves as being part of the group?

